15:1-5 (477). Alre you ready to hear the word of ® this morning?

GA: Eph 3:20 Legacy SB Now to Him who is able to do far more
abundantly beyond all that we ask or understand.

SI: Very grateful/humbled for all ® has done for me. But I am hungry
for more. All ® has done is just a taste of what ® wants to do. I want to
ask © for more. This drives everything I do. More is significant. [ want
more of ® & more of what ® can do. Unashamedly, I am pursuing this.

e I don’tjust go after ® because I want more of what He gives. |

go after ® because [ want more of ®. Want to pursue ® w/me?

INT: What good does it do if ® gives us everything but w/holds
Himself, we’ve got nothing? Our greatest need is the presence of ® &
®’s greatest desire is to give us His presence. Beautiful: ® has a greater
desire to give us more—than we have a desire to receive more.

CXT/SUM: Eph 3 reveals ® wants you to imagine the most, & then He
wants to give more. Ultimately, we’re not after things—but ® Himself.

ORT: Pursuing ®’s gifts or ®? Nothing matters more than our pursuit
of @. Phil 3:8 More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing XJ my Lord. Heart cry of Ps 15. Listen ....

CIS: Our heart’s greatest longing must be to experience & know more
of ®’s presence. —3 crucial certainties:



Certainty #1: The ultimate question.

'LoRrD, who can dwell in Your tent? Who can live on Your holy
mountain?

e Longs for ®’s presence. How do we know? Because: tent / holy
hill. Poetic metaphors for ®’s presence. [D]: [ have tasted ®’s
presence, but [ want more. How more? Because: dwell & live.

o [D] says, / have visited the tabernacle, but I want to stay—been
where presence of ® is. Gotten close—don’t want to leave.

e How can I settle down in Your tent? Reside in Your holy hill?
Hectic heart moving from place to place, pursuing this & that.
He has found it & wants nothing more than ®’s presence.

Ps34:8 Tasted & seen that the LORD is good.

e Has experienced ®’s presence, but he wants more. Heart is no
longer satisfied w/anything else. Now [D] wants to feast & gaze.

o  Walkingw/0, just taste/see. Open Word. Get into ®’s presence.
Once you taste/see, you will want to feast/gaze. More if wanted.

e No question more important in our life than the questions ¥1.

e Why? Because nothing matters more than ©.

e Who? Repeated twice. Who can experience ®’s presence? Who
can taste & see? Who can feast & to gaze?

[Tran]: Who experiences/enjoys ®’s presence? It is a High Standard.

Certainty #2: The ultimate answer.

2The one who lives V! blamelessly, practices righteousness, &
acknowledges the truth in his heart—

1) One of absolute integrity. A holy heart before a holy ®. Whole
& holy. Wants veil removed—opens Word to see/experience ©.
Mt 5:8 Blessed are the pure in_heart, for they shall see ©.
2) One who conforms to ®’s will. The external life reveals the
internal heart. No masks, no games.
3) Speak truth—in heart = honest. Not 14:1. Don’t lie. No deceit.
1Pet2:22 He committed no sin, nor was deceit ever found in His mouth.
e Person v2: one who thinks/does/says what is right before ©.

3who does not slander w/his tongue, who does not harm his friend or
[does not] discredit his neighbor,

4) No unhealthy talk/gossip/ no speak wrong of others, only right.




Eph 4:29 Let no corrupt talk come from your mouth, but only that
which is good for the moment & gives grace to those who hear.
5) Words/actions so pure that no one pained by his decisions/words.
6) Doesn’t mock or ridicule. Doesn’t disrespect anyone else.
e Person v3: Aeeusations. Why?—One who does/thinks/says what
1s right to others. How are you doing? Good? There’s more.

4who despises the one rejected by the LORD but honors those who fear
the LORD, who keeps his word whatever the cost,

7) He loves what is right/hates evil. Not casual about sin. If grieves
HS, must grieve us. Can’t take lightly what ® takes seriously.
Person loves what is good/loves ®’s people. Loves to be w/®’s
people & rejoices in good things happening thru ®@’s people.

8) Knows what is right. Committed to do right & does it no matter
the cost. They’ll swear to their own hurt, & they do not change.

In8:29 for I always do the things that are pleasing to © the Father.

e Person v4: One who loves what is right/does what is right no

matter what it costs.

Swho does not lend his silver at interest or take a bribe against the innocent

9) Not greedy. Not owned by $$ but loves people. Ways you could
exploit people. When $$ controls us, we treat people like trash.
10) Call to compassion & generosity w/people. Love > money.

e [D]is describing a righteous person: a person who’s holy/pure.
Who thinks/does/says what is right.
e Remember v1? How confident do you feel at the HS standard?
o [Expected. Ps14 precedes Ps15. Ro3 There is no one righteous,
no, not one—all of us have fallen short of the glory of ©.
Big deal: O created you for His life-giving presence.
e In case we Pst4 & that’s not me. Answer to who v1? NOT US!
e Why Ps15 here? Discourage us? Defeat us? No! —to humble &
motivate us. Give us a right perspective of ourselves.
e Reminds us that we need something we don’t have.
Point Ps15 —the ® who created you for His presence, & who longs for
you to be in His presence, & who has given you the longing for His
presence, has made a way for you to be in His presence. 2 ways:

Certainty #3: The ultimate Man.




First: if we want to experience O’s life-giving presence, we must
receive righteousness—v1—Only one answer, & His name is JX v
e Ps14/15 good news prep. Ever to experience ®/know Him—we
must receive righteousness not our own. Sin has separated us.
e 0O loved us & sent a way, even in our sin, to be in His presence.
e Jdied...so that anyone who admits their sin & places their faith
in JX alone can be declared righteous before a holy ©.
Imputation: something credited to someone else’s account. Result:
righteousness (only J had)—credited to our account & our sin to X’s.
e Alien righteousness — righteousness foreign to us.
2Cor5:21 He who knew no sin, X became sin for us.” Why? So that we
might become the righteousness of ® in Him.
e No amount of good you can do to make yourself right w/@.
e Ifyou want ©, you must receive His righteousness.

Second: you must pursue righteousness. Receiving the righteousness of
® does not negate the fact that you must live a holy life.
¢ Xou do not live a holy life hoping to experience ®’s presence—
You live a holy life because you have experienced ®’s presence.
e Holiness matters. Our sin grieves/quenches the fire of S of @.

CIS: Our heart’s greatest longing must be to experience & know more
of ®’s presence.

CEP: Every 6mos. CAT Scan of ®’s Word. Our apparent fitness does
not square w/the reality of our condition. A moment we will participate
w/the Lord in His Supper—Let a person examine themselves.

e (Call to pursue righteousness—to live in holiness. Some of you
know the things in your life that are hindering the presence of
®—the things you won’t let go, the things you won’t surrender,
the things you’re holding on to.

[€: ' Lorp, Who can dwell in Your tent? Who can live on Your holy
mountain?
¢ Undoubtedly in this room, there are some who have not receive
the righteousness of X. Maybe you’re trying to check off the list.

¢ the one who does these things will never be shaken.




