
18:1-50 (479). Are you ready to hear the Word of Θ this morning? 
GA/SI: Royal [Messianic overtones] About [D], ourselves, JX. 
 
CXT: [D] 18 sense of joy & sang at end of his life. 18—2Sam 22. 
[Superscription] gives us setting: Praise for Deliverance  

For the choir director. Of the servant of the LORD, [D], who spoke 
the words of this song to the LORD on the day the LORD rescued 
him from the grasp of all his enemies & from the power of Saul.  

• After decades of fighting, Θ had given [D] total victory! 
 
ORT: How is [D] able to survive desperate situations w/integrity? By 
faith in Θ, his Rock. D32:31 But their “rock” is not like our Rock, as 
even our enemies concede. Listen: 
CIS: Standing on the LORD, your Rock, you can withstand anything. 
 
[D] tells us that the LORD is worthy of our love & praise. 
 
[v1 not in 2Sam 22 changing from a story to worship]  
1 I love you, LORD, my strength. 2 The LORD is my rock, my fortress, & 
my deliverer, my Θ, my rock where I seek refuge, my shield & the horn 
triumphant power of my salvation, my stronghold. 3 I called to the LORD, 
who is worthy of praise, & I was saved from my enemies. 
 

1) Sela (hiding spot) – Θ was high, rugged cliff where [D] climbed 
to hide & find strategic safety from enemies. Word for Masada. 

2) Tsur (defensive weapon) – standing firm behind an 
indestructible, immovable shield of armor. 

 
[D] tells us the story about how the LORD rescued him from his enemy. 
 
[D] prayed— [4-5 He was trapped by mortal danger/consumed by fear] 
6 I called to the LORD in my distress, & I cried to my Θ for help. From 
His temple He heard my voice, & my cry to Him reached His ears. 
 
 
The LORD showed up [in power]— [w/a dramatic & awe-inspiring 
rescue. 7-15 [D]’s attempt to describe the overwhelming presence of the 
infinite Θ in this world. Θ’s presence (attended by angels) caused 
earthquakes, smoke, darkness, wind, hail, fire, & arrows of lightning.  



[D] is describing the indescribable. What human words could explain 
the awesome majesty of Almighty Θ when He steps into this world?]  
 
 
The LORD showed out [w/help]—16-19 He reached down from on high & 
took hold of me; He pulled me out of deep water. He rescued me from 
my powerful enemy & from those who hated me, for they were too 
strong for me. They confronted me in the day of my calamity, but 
the LORD was my support. He brought me out to a spacious place; He 
rescued me because He delighted in me. 
 
 
[D] tells us the story about why the LORD saved him. 
 
Because the LORD gave [D] something he did not have.  
21-23 [[D] describes what he did/did not do in his pursuit of Θ [inclusio] 
20 LORD rewarded me according to my righteousness; He repaid me 
according to the cleanness of my hands. 24 LORD repaid me according to 
my righteousness, according to the cleanness of my hands in His sight. 
 

• In the greatest way this is only true of J. Remember Ch15:1?  
[LORD, who can dwell in Your tent? Who can live on Your holy mountain?] 
[14:1b-3 They are corrupt; they do vile deeds. There is no one who does 
good. The LORD looks down from heaven on the human race to see if 
there is one who is wise, one who seeks Θ. All have turned away; all 
alike have become corrupt. There is no one who does good, not even one] 
 

• In a lesser way, [D], as well as you & I. Can only say this by X’s 
righteousness imputed & righteousness imparted by X’s S. 

23 I was blameless ṯā·mîm toward Him & kept myself from my iniquity. 
 
 
Because the LORD honors those that honor Him—25-26a W/the faithful 
You prove Yourself faithful, w/the blameless You prove Yourself 
blameless, w/the pure You prove Yourself pure, [28 Give light & life. 26b-

27 turns the twisted over to themselves. Θ rescues the humble—Θ 
humbles the proud.] 30 Θ—His way is perfect ṯā·mîm; the Word of the 
LORD is pure. He is a shield to all who take refuge in Him. 1Sam2:30. 
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[D] tells us the story of how the LORD equipped him. 
 

31 For who is Θ besides the LORD? & who is a rock? Only our Θ.  
The LORD equips the one He calls— 32 Θ—He clothes me w/strength & 
makes my way perfect. 33-36 Made me agile/steady, ready to fight 
w/supereminent strength. Secured w/salvation; sustained w/power & 
lifted w/Your humility out BARHP& onto the Rock in a spacious place. 
 
 
The LORD gives victory over enemy— 37-45 pursued, overtook, retreat 
until wiped out, crushed, subdued, they retreated, annihilate, pulverized 
like dust, trample like mud, ++ free from strife, made head of a nation, 
foreigners cringe in submission, lose heart & tremble before him.  
 
 
[D] tells us the story about how the LORD exalts/loves His anointed King. 
 

46 The LORD lives—blessed be my rock! The Θ of my salvation is 
exalted. 47 Θ—He grants me vengeance & subdues peoples under me. 
48 He frees me from my enemies. You exalt me above my adversaries; 
You rescue me from violent men. 49 [Ro15:8-9] Therefore I will give 
thanks to You among the nations [Gentiles], LORD; I will sing praises 
about Your name. 50 He gives great victories to His king; He shows 
loyalty to His anointed, to [D] & His descendants forever. 
 
 
CIS: Standing on the LORD, your Rock, you can withstand anything. 
 
 
CEP: 18 is too big to refer only to [D]. He was victorious, 18 is even 
greater because the victory of JX is bursting thru the seams. Like a river 
that overflows its banks, 18 overflows historical events of [D]’s life—
more here than was true of [D] himself. [D]’s victory foreshadows 
another v50—Θ promised 2Sam 7:13. As if [D] is saying, This is not 
just about me. I am writing about the X, ‘His anointed,’ to come.  
 

• NT writers saw that this: 
• Hebrews (2:13) quotes 18:2 as the words of X. 



• Paul (Ro15:8-9) quotes 18:49 as the words of the Lord J to 
show that salvation was for the Gentiles all along.  

 
1) vv1-3—vv49-50 requires the response of passionate devotion. 

Rev11:15 The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our 
Lord & of His X, & He will reign forever & ever. 

2) vv37-45 The ever-present Savior has totally annihilated the 
danger of death & the Devil! 

Phil2:9-11 For this reason Θ highly exalted Him & gave Him the name 
that is above every name, so that at the name of J every knee will bow 
—in heaven & on earth & under the earth—& every tongue will 
confess that JX is Lord, to the glory of Θ the Father. 

3) vv20-30 imputed righteousness should lead to empowered 
living. 

4) The powerful victories of X vv31-45, 49 should stir us to tell 
others about J. 

 
 
G: [D]’s victory foreshadows the greater victories of his descendant, 
JX. Θ allowed J to be put to death by the hands of sinful men – then Θ 
raised Him up! They rejected Him, but Θ vindicated Him & delivered 
Him from the cords of death v4. J not only defeated human enemies, 
He crushed our greatest enemies: On the cross J destroyed the one who 
has the power of death, that is, the devil Heb2:14. His victory is ours. 
 
1 Is the LORD, your strength? 2 Your rock? Your fortress? Your 
deliverer? Is the LORD your Θ. Have you sought refuge in the LORD. 
Is He your shield? The triumphant power of your salvation. Is He your 
stronghold? 3 Have you called to the LORD, who is worthy of praise? 
 


